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Media skills workshops: breaking down the barriers

between scientists and journalists
METCALFE Jenni', GASCOIGNE Toss”; Translators; ZHANG Lijian3 , REN Tiantian®
(1. Econnect Communication Pty Lid, Australia; 2. Council of Humanities, Arts & Social Sciences, Australia ;
3. Science and Culture Communication Center, Chongqing University, Chongqing 400044,
P. R. China; 4. School of Public Affairs, Chongqing University, Chongqing 400044, P. R. China)

Abstract: There are barriers existing between the cultures and worlds of scientists and journalists. This can
affect the good communication of science in the media. One method for overcoming this is through media skills
training of scientists. This paper describes a successful method for training scientists developed over the past 12
years in Australia and successfully applied to other countries, including South Africa, New Zealand and the
Philippines. The paper shows how these workshops appear to be breaking down the barriers between scientists and
journalists and ensuring better communication of science to the general public through the media.
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