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Learning is:

Network Formation:
Adding new nodes,

creating new neural paths
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Teaching reform in basic curriculum of architectural design from

the perspective of connectivism: practice of “micro-units”
TIAN Ruifeng, MIAO Jun
(School of Architecture, South China University of Technology. Guangzhou 510641, P. R. China)
Abstract: With the increasing abundance of knowledge in the internet era, out-of-class learning plays a more
significant role in students’ learning process than before. However, this part of learning is still largely being
neglected and thus unstructured in the basic curriculum of architectural education. This paper examined two widely
studio mode”

applied teaching modes—the “ and the “lecture-aided mode”—from the perspective of connectivism

theory, pointing out their deficiency in incorporating out-of-class learning into teaching process. This paper
introduced the “micro-units” mode as a supplement to the previous two modes and incorporated part of the out-of-
class learning content into current teaching system. Implementation principles of “micro-units” mode and its further
potentials were also discussed.

Keywords: connectivism; architecture design basic curriculum; micro-units; teaching reform
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